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ABSTRACT 

This report describes economic development projects 
that were funded during 1994-95 by the First Nations Development 
Institute. The Institute was established in 1980 to help tribes build 
sound, sustainable reservation economies. Through the Eagle Staff 
Fund, the Institute regrants funds for culturally viable economic 
development projects from a pool of resources, provided by a 
consortium of funders committed to Native American development. 

Twelve economic development projects are described and related to the 
primary elements of culturally appropriate development, which include 
control of assets, spi ri tual i ty , kinship, and personal efficacy. 
Projects include the InterTribal Bison Cooperative, which has 
returned buffalo herds to the Plains tribes; the Nez Perce Young 
Horseman Program, which has involved young people in revitalizing 
traditional horse culture; the Mni Sose Intertribal Water Rights 
Coalition, supporting efforts of Missouri River Basin tribes to 
assert control over their water rights; the Kalalea Farmers 
Association in Anahola, Hawaii, which has allowed families to be 
self-suf f icient by marketing vegetables that are normally imported; 
the Hopi Foundat i on that develops programs to meet the cultural , 
economic, and spiritual needs of the Hopi tribe; and Touch the Earth 
Foundation, which develops tribally operated ecotourism camps that 
pay for youth camps where tribal elders work with young people. The 
booklet also covers the Oweesta Program, which addresses the critical 
lack of access to credit and capital in Native communities; policies 
of the Institute; a list and brief description of the 40 economic 
development projects funded by the Institute; a list of foundation 
and institutional supporters of the Institute during 1993-95; and a 
financial report of the Institute as of June 30, 1994. Includes many 
photographs. (LP) 
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system assumes an ecology of life and appetites that 
are satiable. In other words, prosperity is achievable 
within the limits of Creation. The affirming value 
system includes harmony, prudence, reciprocity, 
distribution, kinship, sustainability, and concern 
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response to the message of iuwi naaf^ y.'inij village A long-awaited project for rehabilitating Hopi 

residents are becoming involved with the founda- Clan houses is now underway. These houses, the 

tion to a much greater degree, exercising direction most ancient continuously occupied structures in 

over a variety of community-initiated development North America, are still in active use in each of the 

projects of the Hopi Foundation. The board has 12Hopipueblo villages. According to Hopi Founda- 
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goal IS to create an affiliate network of these camps 
within Native America. 

An ambitious goal, but Martin is optimistic the 
project can become a model for sustainable ecotour- 
ism development, youth empowerment and cul- 
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It healed Wilkie’s knee problem, but now she was 
curious. As a business and economic planner for the 
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ess of establishing regulations to guide implemen- guage specifically addressing reservaticn-based 

tation of the reform law. CDF Is should appear in the legislation. In addition, 

Land Consolidation It is common knowledge the new law benefits all of Indian Country by 

that tribes have lost vast landholdings. But few mandating a study to identify barriers to private 

understand that it is next to impossible for Native financing on reservations. 
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Other photos by Eagle Staff Fund grantees and First Nations staff 
Pnncipal water Jerry Reynolds • Editing and design concepts First Nations Executive Conimittcc 
Layout, design and graphic art PC Design Services Fredericksburg Va • Panting First Choice Graphics & Pnnting Fredencksburg, Va 
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